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R EBECCA  
    M ICH A EL

Whether you are looking to tie the knot or indulge after the wedding, there’s 
a spot that definitely needs to be on the top of your list. Nestled in the 
foothills of the Rhaetian Alps is perhaps one of Italy’s most picturesque 
destinations—Lake Como, the most scenic of the region’s three major lakes 
and just an hour north of Milan. Along the western shore of Lake Como 
is the small village of Ossuccio, home to the exquisite Villa Balbiano, a 
unique and elegant palazzo whose period heritage permeates its thick stone 
walls. Built by Cardinal Tolomeo Gallio at the end of the 16th century, 
and later thoughtfully restored by the French decorator Jacques Garcia, 
the villa’s grounds are dotted with statues and fountains with meandering 
paths that lead to meticulously manicured lawns and an outdoor terrace 
that commands panoramic views of the lake—perfect for Rebecca and 
Michael’s wedding celebration. 

photography  E L I Z A B E T H  M E S S I N A
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R EBECCA WA LK ED DOW N THE A ISLE I N THE SHEER STR A P-

LE SS A-LI NE GOW N W ITH FLOR A L A PPLIQUÉ DETA IL S FROM 

OSCA R DE L A R ENTA.
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(Top) Guests were seated on draped chairs with sheer 
fabrics to create a romantic Italian garden ambience. 
(Left) Petals for the f lower toss were packaged in 
beautiful lace crochet bags. (Right) The couple chose 
a classic muted French hand painted stationery suite. 

SOU RCE S  

photography Elizabeth Messina 
design & planning Lisa Vorce
videography Aaron Novak Fi lms
f loral design TeaRose Floral
venue Vil la Balbiano
cater ing I l Castel lo
br ide’s gowns Oscar de la Renta
groom’s suit Ralph Lauren Purple Label
hair styli st Christ ine Symonds
make-up art ist Jen Tioseco
cake Delicous Desserts 
l inens Wildf lower Linens
stat ionery Amber Moon Design
band West Coast Music
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AT ONE POINT, THE COUPLE SNUCK AWAY 
FROM THEIR GUEST S TO PRIVATELY ENJOY 
THEIR FIRST MOMENT AS HUSBAND AND WIFE.

THEIR WEDDING CEREMONY TO OK PL ACE 
ALONG THE OUTD O OR TERR ACE OF THE 
HISTORIC VILL A BALBIANO, PROVIDING 
GUEST S WITH A STUNNING, PANOR AMIC 
VIEW OF THE AZURE WATERS OF L AKE COMO.


